Virtue and Vice: Clarified

Virtues are habits oriented toward the Good.		Healthy habits
Vices are habits oriented away from the Good.		Unhealthy habits

1. Virtue is not your current state
	Misleading Appearance
	Underlying Habit
	Moral Status

	Physically fit (today)
	Habituated toward ill health
	Vice

	Physically wrecked (hit by a bus)
	Habituated toward good health
	Virtue


Your momentary condition doesn’t define your virtue; your tendency does.

2. Virtue is not your stated values
	Level
	Example
	Meaning

	Value
	“I care deeply about reducing carbon emissions.”
	Expressed belief

	Virtue
	Habitually acts in ways that keep one’s carbon footprint low.
	Embodied disposition


Virtue is not what you say you value, but what your habits reliably bring about.

3. Virtue is not an isolated action
	Case
	Description
	Moral Status

	Virtue (courage)
	A stable tendency to respond to fear in proportionate, healthy ways.
	Virtue

	Mere action
	Running into a burning building once or twice.
	Not yet a virtue.


A single brave act doesn’t make a person courageous; a disciplined orientation does.


Whence these six virtues?

The Character Across the Community task force selected six virtues:
Courage, Service, Excellence, Wisdom, Humility, and Integrity
They were gathered from a historical survey of UJ organizational content. 
The specific terminology was chosen to be broadly inclusive and align with stakeholder input. 


